
1 

 

Webinar Conclusions 

WP2 has the objective of identifying trends, knowledge needs, policy analysis needs 
and the potential roles o/possibilities for new modelling for freight transport in the 
EU. A literature review was conducted, together with an online survey and expert 
interviews. 

An online stakeholder workshop was held on 16th December, to present the WP2 
assessment of new knowledge needs and analysis gaps.  

• Two main trends were identified: 1. Reducing environmental impact, especially 
decarbonisation and the demand from consumers/producers of consumer 
goods for sustainable products 2. Digitalisation. 

• A further major trend whose effects are still uncertain is the response of society 
to Covid and the behavioural changes that have been observed and enforced. 

• Some general observations were also identified. Logistics systems are 
changing much faster than say 10 years ago. These changes affect all aspects 
of freight transport: modal split, demand - type of goods and size of loads, 
supply chains and decarbonisation. 

• New models of digitalised logistics are required. These will need to address 
new institutional and market structures, enabled by blockchain technologies, 
crowdsourcing and crowd delivery, together with AI for predictive demand and 
predictive production.  

• Models of complete supply chains for supply chain operational management 
and monitoring are required. 

 

New models are needed to address the following requirements: 

Scenario simulations that are based on the interlinked system changes of new 
digitalised logistics structures and zero carbon energy in freight transport. 

Policy package simulations that will actually deliver sustainability – CO2 pricing is only 
a small part of the solution, because it is based on market theory of marginal changes 
to a new market equilibrium. Freight transport is facing non-marginal change. 

Plausible projections of how all the different aspects of change in logistics will drive 
structural change in logistics. 

These requirements will have to be met by models that directly address system 
change and not marginal (price, cost) changes. Current computing power can enable 
the direct examination of population distributions and the analysis of big data from 
GPS/AIS data, to provide better projections of logistic demand and transport activity. 

 


